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PROJECT 2

Lesson Title: Fifty States Fair
http://www.k8technologyprojects.com/?gclid=CKaSrvi9tZMCFQZinAodxl67Cg
Relative Advantages: This lesson uses PowerPoint, word processor, and requires the students to use the internet.  In the lesson plan itself, each technological tool is explained in full.  There are also web links referenced in the lesson.  There is a student rubric as well as an instructor rubric included in the lesson so the students can grade their group members and so the teacher can grade each individual student.  

*The lesson allows for students to create visual reports using the internet, word processing, and PowerPoint. Students must conduct research using the web as a guide in order to prepare an effective presentation. Students are encouraged to incorporate graphics, slide transitions, and animations into their projects. The use of visual cues helps the students to clarify complex subject matter. The presentation will allow for immediate feedback from the class and interaction among students. The relative advantages present in this lesson plan provide a self-paced environment that allows the students to interact more with their peers and teachers to work with students as they work with new technology. * 
Grade Level:  Grade 4

Content Areas:  Social Studies, Language Arts and Technology

Georgia Performance Standards:  


Social Studies 

A.4.2 Locate on a map or globe physical features such as continents, oceans, mountain ranges, and land forms, natural features such as resources, flora, and fauna; and human features such as cities, states, and national borders

A.4.5 Use atlases, databases, grid systems, charts, graphs, and maps to gather information about the local community, Wisconsin, the United States, and the world

E.4.12 Give examples of important contributions made by Wisconsin citizens, United States citizens, and world citizens

Language Arts 

B.4.1 Create or produce writing to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes

B.4.2 Plan, revise, edit, and publish clear and effective writing

B.4.3 Understand the function of various forms, structures, and punctuation marks of standard American English and use them appropriately in communications


Technology 

E.4.1 Use computers to acquire, organize, analyze, and communicate information

E.4.5 Analyze and edit media work as appropriate to audience and purpose
F.4.1 Conduct research and inquiry on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems and use an appropriate form to communicate their findings.

Objectives:  
Students will increase their knowledge of the United States by performing specific online research.  Students will present, individually or in a group, their research with a 6-10 slide PowerPoint presentation that includes properly cited text & graphics, Slide Transitions & Custom Animations.
NETS Standards: 

Standard 1b:


Create original works as a means of personal or group expression.
Standard 2b:

Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.

Standard 3b:

Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.
Standard 6a:

Understand and use technology systems.
Standard 6b:


Select and use applications effectively and productively.
Assessments relative to the objectives:

PowerPoint presentation presented to the class as part of a 50 States Fair.  The students will be evaluated on their use of descriptions and graphics of various natural and human features of the chosen state.  The teacher will also evaluate the students’ presentations on if they give examples of important contributions by citizens of the state.  The students must use charts, graphs and/or maps in the presentation.  Grammar, spelling and punctuation will be at the teacher’s discretion. 
Websites:
http://www.50states.com
http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/kids/funfacts/funfacts.html
http://www.nvo.com/ecnewletter/50statesforkids/
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/state/index.html
http://www.factmonster.com/states.html           Lindsey

http://www.globalcomputing.com/states.html   Lindsey

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/es  Lindsey

Essential Conditions:
· Adequate hardware, software and media would include Microsoft word, Microsoft PowerPoint, internet/computer access for each group

· Time to use resources would call for the teacher to schedule class time in the resource lab for students to do their research and to allow for the students to present if not available in the regular classroom.
· Special needs for children could include the teacher using guided grouping to help the groups work more effectively together, teacher and paraprofessional guidance, and extra time allotted if needed.
· Planning for technology use would involve giving the lab instructor advance notice and a copy of the lesson plan.  Making sure computers are all logged on ahead of time, and relevant sites are easily assessable for the students to see or hyperlink.  On each computer, have the PowerPoint program already running to help cut down on wasted time.
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